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MUMBAI, AUG 11 /--/
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut on Friday said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's criticism of the
Congress during his reply to
the no-confidence motion
shows the grand old party is
growing stronger. The Prime
Minister on Thursday spoke
for more than 130 minutes in
the Lok Sabha in a reply to
the debate on the no-
confidence brought by
Opposition parties. The
Congress later hit out at the
PM, saying he is gripped
with a "Congress-phobia"
and that is why he criticised
the party throughout his
speech. Talking to reporters
here, Raut said: "The
Congress is still in the heart
and brain of the Prime
Minister even though he has
won two elections (as a PM).
Under the leadership of
Rahul Gandhi, the Congress
party has put up a challenge
and the party is growing."
Referring to Modi, he said:
"You are in power for 10
years...forget the Congress
and speak about your work."

Raut said the no-
confidence motion was
moved to make the prime
minister come to Parliament
and give a statement on the
Manipur issue and what the
government is doing to
restore peace there.
Replying to questions, the
UBT leader played down the
"flying kiss" controversy
saying it was one of the items
in "mohabbat ki dukan". (PTI)
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--/ The Haryana government
on Friday rejected in the
High Court the suggestion
that a demolition drive in
violence-hit Nuh did not
follow procedure and was an
exercise in "ethnic
cleansing", as the bench

hearing the case referred it
to the Chief Justice's court.

On Monday, the Punjab
and Haryana High court had
halted the demolition of
" i l l e g a l l y - c o n s t r u c t e d "
buildings in Muslim-
dominated Nuh, questioning
if a particular community
was being targeted after
communal violence broke out
there. As the case came up for
hearing before the division
bench of Justices Arun Palli
and Jagmohan Bansal on
Friday, Haryana's Additional
Advocate General Deepak
Sabharwal told the court that
due procedure established
under the law was followed.
"We have apprised the court
that it is not at all a case of
ethnic cleansing and the
government never works
like this. For the state, all are
equal. Entire procedure
followed before the
demolition was carried out,"
he told reporters later. The

government will file a
written reply before the
court on the next date of
hearing. Sabharwal said the
court adjourned the case,
saying the matter has to be
heard by the first division
bench of the chief justice as
per the High Court rules.
According to him, the
demolition drive can go on as
there was no stay on it.

Justices G S Sandhawalia
and Harpreet Kaur Jeevan
had on Monday halted the
demolition drive after
taking suo motu cognizance
of some news reports.
"Apparently, without any
demolition orders and

Haryana govt rejects 'ethnic cleansing' charge,
High Court CJ to hear Nuh demolitions case now

notices, the law and order
problem is being used as a
ruse to bring down buildings
without following the
procedure established by
law," the court had then said.
"The issue also arises
whether the buildings
belonging to a particular
community are being
brought down under the
guise of  law and order
problem and an exercise of
ethnic cleansing is being
conducted by the State," it
added.  The court had also
directed the Haryana
government to furnish an
affidavit on the number of
buildings demolished in two

weeks in Nuh and Gurugram,
and whether any notice was
issued before the demolition.
"If any such demolition is to
be carried out today, it should
be stopped if the procedure
is not followed as per law",
the court had said.

Several houses and other
buildings were bulldozed in
Nuh, days after a Vishva
Hindu Parishad procession
was targeted there on July 31.
Five people, including two
home guards, were killed in
the Nuh violence, which later
spread to adjoining
Gurugram where an imam
was murdered in an attack
on a mosque. (PTI)
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